
 

Welcome to THE SHIP! 

 

Message from the Principal  

Dear Viking F-A-M-I-L-Y (Students, Parents/Guardians & Staffulty): 
 

I see you, I hear you, I care about you, and Iôm thankful for you. That was my message to our 
students, parents, and staff as we entered the week of Thanksgiving and it continues to be my 
message as we returned to wrap up our first full semester of in-person learning since the fall of 
2019, two years ago. Weôre working hard making connections, increasing belonging and 
accelerating learning aboard the Viking ship, but it hasnôt been easy. Out of our 783 students, 
we had 70 close contacts on home quarantine the Friday before break, 2 the Monday after, and 
10 today. This resulted from 31 positive cases the last 3 weeks of school. Despite this added 
workload, our staffulty continues to focus on our core mission of improving learning 
experiences and outcomes for our students through developmentally appropriate, engaging 
instruction. 
 

One of my favorite authors and speakers is Doug Reeves who recently published Fearless 
Schools. He writes about psychological safety for students and staff, and more specifically the 
trust imperative, resilience, and fearlessness in practice. To build and maintain high trust in a 
high performing school he recommends a steady diet of promises made and promises kept. 
This can be modeled through day-to-day informal interactions, staffulty meetings, scheduled 
school events, School Improvement Plan goals, etc. Stating what is promised and what is 
delivered is foundational to personal and organizational integrity. Here are some examples of 
promises weôve made and kept to improve our collective efficacy aboard The Ship, which is 
our staffultyôs shared beliefs about their collective ability to create successful student 
outcomes, more than just positive thinking, itôs collective actioné 
 

V Lesher teachers created a common task aligned with grade-level standards and reflected as 
a team on student data, focusing on 4 questions: What do we want students to learn? How 
do we know they met expectations? What will we do for students who did not meet 
expectations? What will we do for students who already learned it? 

V We hosted our competitive annual Spelling Bee this week and Theo Gregory crushed it. 
V We prioritize restorative practices over exclusionary discipline (out-of-school 
suspensions) to reduce disproportionate discipline rates. 

V Continue Schoolwide Positive Behavior Interventions and Support (SWPBIS) and our 
Expect Respect Anti-Bullying Program with kindness challenges to build culture. 

V Visit classrooms to observe and support instruction. 
V Pack Thorôs Hammer Zone (student section) in Viking Arena to cheer on our boys 
basketball team. 

V Prepare for our upcoming winter music concerts. 
V Respond to enthusiastic parent inquiries about choicing into Lesher for next year. 
V Welcomed a new Health Technician, Cori Mossel, and new Floating In-house Substitute 
Teacher Matt Miller to the Viking ship. 

 

Fearless Schools promote emotional and mental health by building resiliency in students and 
staff who are not immune from mistakes, but have the emotional and intellectual ability to 
recognize mistakes, accept feedback, and bounce back from errors. Letôs be fearlessé and 
remember, I see you, I hear you, I care about you, and Iôm thankful for you. 
 

Shine on, 
Dr. Tom Dodd 
Principal 
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https://www.amazon.com/Fearless-Schools-Building-Resilience-Learning/dp/195474420X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3IREXA9W2S872&keywords=fearless+schools&qid=1636211921&qsid=131-0227835-1018378&s=books&sprefix=fearless+school%2Cstripbooks%2C162&sr=1-1&sres=195474420X%2CB09L
https://www.amazon.com/Fearless-Schools-Building-Resilience-Learning/dp/195474420X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3IREXA9W2S872&keywords=fearless+schools&qid=1636211921&qsid=131-0227835-1018378&s=books&sprefix=fearless+school%2Cstripbooks%2C162&sr=1-1&sres=195474420X%2CB09L
https://www.amazon.com/Fearless-Schools-Building-Resilience-Learning/dp/195474420X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3IREXA9W2S872&keywords=fearless+schools&qid=1636211921&qsid=131-0227835-1018378&s=books&sprefix=fearless+school%2Cstripbooks%2C162&sr=1-1&sres=195474420X%2CB09L
https://les.psdschools.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LesherMiddleSchool
https://www.instagram.com/leshervikings/
https://twitter.com/Lesher_MS?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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Adopt a Family Deadline Approaching  

Adopt a Family Deadline Approachingé2 days remaining! 

 

We have 2 DAYS LEFT for ADOPT A FAMILY! -  

DEADLINE FOR ITEMS TO BE DONATED IS THIS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10! THANK YOU!!! 

 

This is Lesherôs 11th annual Adopt-a-Family school-wide community service project and each of the 15 selected families, all 

from our feeder elementary schools, completed a needs checklist. The families who participate in this program have been 

identified as low-income or in-crisis and our assistance is important. EVERY adult and student in our school community can 

participate in this great community service project! How you ask? 

 

¶ Bringing identified essential items (i.e. cleaning supplies, kitchen items, toiletries, food, etc.)éthese items are 

displayed in studentsô ELO classes and a blank needs checklist is attached for you to reference; 

¶ Bringing gifts or gift cards*; 

¶ Wrapping boxes in ELO on Thursday or Friday before the big pick up day on Saturday, December 11th; 

¶ Donating wrapping paper; 

¶ Writing cards/notes* to the families (Spanish and English needed); and/or 

¶ Drawing pictures* for younger family members (annually we mass produce coloring books for ALL children of the 

adopted families!). 

 

*Gift cards, notes and pictures will be placed in a sealed envelope and hand delivered to parents to ensure they donôt get lost in 

classrooms. They may be given to the main office with the family number noted on each item. 

 

We welcome assistance from families, local businesses, and organizations. Previously, we have received donations of $300 in 

grocery store gift cards from Connections Church/Pastor Jeff Crabtree and $1,500 from a 7th and 8th grade boysô basketball 

fundraiser to help these families! Please contact us if you have questions or would like to assist Lesherôs 2021 Adopt-a-Family 

project. Thank you so much for your time and help making our Adopt a Family effort a success! 

 

Waren Morrow, AP/AD (970-472-3802; wmorrow@psdschools.org) 

Lisa Crossland, Dean (970-472-3850; lcrossla@psdschools.org) 

Ashley Broody, Counselor (970-472-3851; abroody@psdschools.org) 

Veronica Carrillo, Family Liaison (970-472-3853; veronicc@psdschools.org) 

https://www.summitstonehealth.org/
mailto:wmorrow@psdschools.org
mailto:lcrossla@psdschools.org
mailto:abroody@psdschools.org
mailto:veronicc@psdschools.org
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Adopt a Family Deadline Approaching, continued...  

continued... 

https://www.healthdistrict.org/cayac
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Adopt a Family Deadline Approaching, continued...  

 

http://www.youthclinic.com/
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Turkey Round Up a Rousing Success!  

Our Turkey Round Up was a rousing success!  Thank you to all who donated frozen 

turkeys, on a freezing morning, and canned goods.  Because of your generosity we 

collected 33 turkeys and 20 boxes filled with canned goods!  We appreciate you, and 

our hard-working NJHS crew, for making this yearôs Round Up one to remember.  
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Viking Volunteers -  

Back in Business!  

We are out of our Covid hibernation, 

slowly rebuilding our PTO, and would 

love for you to join us. What does a PTO 

in middle school look like? Four 45-

minute quarterly meetings, 2-3 staff 

appreciation activities like a holiday 

cookie exchange, a soup/salad luncheon, 

and Valentine's treats; a competitive 

grant program for staff and teachers, 

whose requests are reviewed and voted 

on by the PTO, and 1-2 community 

building events like NordicFest and the 

Mother's Day 5k, so students and their 

parents have fun together. For           

2021-2022, our goal is to restart the 

grant program, hold one staff 

appreciation event this winter, and help 

run the Mother's Day 5k in May.  

 

Choose your way to get involved: 

1) Sign up and read our quarterly 

emails: http://eepurl.com/2u_dj 

2) Make a one-time donation via 

SchoolPay                              

(https://psdschools.schoolpay.com) 

or drop a check off at the front 

office. A $50 donation per family is 

suggested, but any amount is 

appreciated. 

3) Come to one or all of our next three 

meetings: we'd love to meet you! 

The next meetings are on Nov 29, 

Feb 28, and April 11: all meetings 

are at 5:30pm in the Media Center 

4) Look for SignUp Genius emails to 

volunteer or donate items for one-

time event 

5) Jump on one of our teams: You do 

not need to be in charge of anything, 

but sharing your ideas and 

suggestions is great!  Email Lisa 

Cunningham 

at lisa.m.cunningham@protonmail

.com to chat about what works best 

for you. 

http://www.saludclinic.org/
https://us9.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=776027d65abba9319d0b9c862&id=d027b8fe16
https://psdschools.schoolpay.com/
mailto:lisa.m.cunningham@protonmail.com
mailto:lisa.m.cunningham@protonmail.com
mailto:lisa.m.cunningham@protonmail.com
https://psdschools.schoolpay.com/
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Lesher Music Department  

http://www.womensclinicnoco.com/
http://www.fcconnexion.com/
mailto:joe.mivshek@km.com
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Expect Respect Committee  

BE A PART OF IMPROVING CULTURE AT LESHER: For the last five years, Lesher Middle School has implemented a 

Bullying Prevention and Education program thanks to a grant from the CDE.  As part of the grant requirements, a committee has 

been established to monitor the implementation of this program. A schoolwide curriculum called Expect Respect is being taught 

in ELO classrooms, and the committee has been named the Expect Respect Committee in accordance with these efforts. The 

committee is comprised of students from all grade levels, teachers, parents, an administrator, and community members. 

 

Currently, the Expect Respect Committee is in need of a few more parent volunteers, and perhaps their student(s), to be a part of 

our efforts here at Lesher.  The committee meets once a month (the last Monday of the month) for about an hour each 

time.  Some of the committeeôs responsibilities include: 

 

¶ Establishing yearly goals for the reduction of bullying incidents at Lesher 

¶ Reviewing and modifying current bullying policies (if deemed necessary) 

¶ Analyzing student, teacher, and parent survey results on the overall school climate at Lesher to guide the direction of 

anti-bullying and climate change efforts at Lesher 

¶ Completing the annual self-assessment provided through the Bullying Prevention and Education Grant 

¶ Brainstorming educational events for parents and the Lesher community about the curriculum and other pertinent 

topics 

¶ Helping to discover blind spots and areas of improvement when we think about keeping our students safe 

 

Please consider being a part of this important and valued group of people shaping the future for students at Lesher Middle 

School.   If you are interested, please fill out this Google Form   

 

If you have any questions, please contact Kaiti Jones (kaitlynj@psdschools.org) 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfznhTcxzPSddFQ_bbACKNjMmUrqxHSaMx1CjPyxZ2L_0Nfnw/viewform
mailto:kaitlynj@psdschools.org
http://www.larimerhealthconnect.org/
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CHAMP: Recognizing Outstanding Lesher Athletes  

Lesher Middle School has been teamed up with CHAMP (Character in Athletics- Make it a Priority; http://champfc.com/) for 

MANY years and we are recognized as a ñCHAMP School of Character!ò In addition, as part of our CHAMP commitment, 

every Lesher athletic team recognizes athletes that are the epitome of positive character. These students are nominated for going 

above and beyond what is expected of everyone else and have demonstrated a track record of positive character in their sport 

AND academically, behaviorally, and socially as students at Lesher.  The following fall athletes were nominated by their 

respective coaches and recognized by members of CHAMPôs board of directors in front of their peers during a short, surprise 

assembly in our main gym on November 30, 2021. Thank you all for supporting positive character and   

CONGRATULATIONS to this group of amazing student-athletes! Go Vikings! 

 

Molly Margenau; 8th grade female Cross Country 

Max Abernathy; 8th grade male Cross Country 

Ayslee Stone; 7th grade female Cross Country 

Tobin Rapley; 7th grade male Cross Country 

Audrey Abernathy; 6th grade female Cross Country 

Owen Zadeh; 6th grade male Cross Country 

Yamil Torres; 8th grade Football 

Mason Miller; 7th grade Football 

Cat Maxey; 8th grade Girlsô Volleyball 

Jersey McCollum; 7th grade Girlsô Volleyball 

Garyie Wu; 7th-8th grade Varsity Tennis 

Rowan Mason; 7th-8th grade JV Tennis 

Theodore Gregory; 6th-8th grade Boysô Soccer/Futbol Club 

https://www.champfc.com/
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2021 -22 7
th

 and 8
th

 Grade Girlõs Basketball 

https://www.psdathletics.org/msreg
https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/PickDistrict
mailto:epeitz@psdschools.org
mailto:bgtb04@aol.com
mailto:wmorrow@psdschools.org
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Wrestling 7
th

 and 8
th

 Grade - 2021 -22 Season Information  

Mandatory Parent and Student-Athlete Meeting: Wednesday, DECEMBER 15th at 5:30PM/Lesher  
 

Open Mats: Tuesdays & Wednesdays; November 2-December 15 from 3:15-5:15PM/Small Gym 7th and 8th grade students 

interested in wrestling will sign up between Monday, November 29 and Friday, December 3rd in the main office.  
 

By Friday, December 10th, you must have the following completed:  

1) Complete the Online Athletic Registration at https://www.psdathletics.org/msreg (This is required for EVERY 

sport season. Please complete again even if you have participated in other sports); 

2) Turn in a hard copy of Current Physical from your Doctorôs office to Mrs. Downing in the main office. Physicals 

cannot be uploaded or completed online. A physical is good for 364 days; and 

3) Pay the Athletic fee of $120 unless charter/private/homeschool ï fee is $132, or free or reduced lunch eligible 

student- fee is waived**.  
 

**If you are on waived fees you must re-apply each school year for waived fee status at the following address:  

https://www.myschoolapps.com/Application. Once you have qualified for waived fees you must log into Parent Vue, click on 

forms, and click permission to share under your studentôs name. This allows us to waive the athletic fee. If you are on waived 

fees you must still process a payment through school pay (log into school pay, select your students sport, add that sport to the 

cart and it will show up at $0.00 dollars due), process the payment and bring receipt in with your doctorôs signed physical to 

Lesherôs main office.  
 

**Home school students and/or students who attend a school that does not offer middle school athletics will be placed upon 

request per the PSD Guidelines for Student Participation in Extracurricular and Interscholastic Activities at District Schools. 

Interested parents must contact the District Athletic Office at (970) 490-3332 to request formal placement.  
 

Open Mats: Tuesday, January 4 ï Friday, January 7 from 3:15-5:15PM/Small Gym  
 

Preseason Camp: Monday, January 10 ï Friday, January 14 from 3:15-5:15PM/Small Gym  
 

Practices are Monday-Friday beginning Tuesday, January 18th in the small gym and are from 3:15- 5:15PM. Please bring 

wrestling shoes, shorts, and t-shirt to all wrestling activities. There are no tryouts. Simply sign up and turn in the required 

paperwork by December 9th to be on the team.  
 

Additional Questions? Matt Moeller (Head Coach) mmoeller@psdschools.org 970.472.3845  

Joey Heersche (Assistant Coach) jheersche@psdschools.org or 472-3876  

Lee Oldenburg (Assistant Coach ï Team Management) loldenbu@psdschools.org or 472-3859  

Waren Morrow (AP/AD) wmorrow@psdschools.org or 472-3802  

https://www.psdathletics.org/msreg
https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/PickDistrict
mailto:mmoeller@psdschools.org
mailto:jheersche@psdschools.org
mailto:loldenbu@psdschools.org
mailto:wmorrow@psdschools.org
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How do you spell òsuccessó? 

Lesherôs Oral Spelling Bee - In November, every student at Lesher participated 

in a written spelling bee in their ELA classrooms. The top spellers at each grade 

level were invited to participate in the oral spelling bee held on November 30th. 

Over 20 students participated in the oral spelling bee and the event lasted 30 

rounds! Congratulations to all our spellers and especially our 2021-22 

champion, Theodore Gregory, and runner up, Subah Zareen! 

 

Our supreme spellers included: Damariz Avila Lopez, Olivia Bello, Violet 

Biegert, Miles Davis, Finian Fremstad, Levi Hayward, Fara Hovi, Mile KalaôI, 

Harper Kenny, Riley Klein, Marco Llosa, Kate Maino, Nesha McKay, Sito 

McKay, Gwyneth Parker, Tennessee Pawelski, Lila Restrepo, Noa Skinner and 

Elias Van Horn. 

 

mailto:SchoolNewsletterCompany@gmail.com
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Recognizing our Students of the Month  

Each month, Lesher Staffulty nominate students who are consistently 

demonstrating positive behaviors and modeling our IB principles 

(inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, open

-minded, caring, risk-takers, balanced and reflective).  Those students 

are honored with a lunch with Dr. Dodd, a Lesher coin, and a 

cupcake. 

continued... 


