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Welcome to THE SHIP! 

 August 2021 

Message from the Principal 

Dear Viking F-A-M-I-L-Y (Students, Parents/Guardians & Staffulty),  

  

I hope you’ve found time to rest with family and friends this summer, recuperate from the 

last 16 months, and watch some of the XXXII Olympiad. The Olympic motto is Citius, 

Altius, Fortius – Communiter, which means Faster, Higher, Stronger – Together. This year 

will be all about getting “Back to Our Base,” and coming back faster, performing higher, and 

getting stronger together. I’m excited to return to in-person learning, albeit with masks, and 

do what we do best in 2021-22, Lesher’s 15th quad, or XV Olympiad! Our BHAG: Big Hairy 

Audacious Goal (Good to Great, 2001, Collins) is still to provide students access to equitable 

and excellent learning experiences and outcomes through high expectations with high 

support. It’s our moral imperative, it’s our professional responsibility, it’s what we do, and it 

is THE LESHER DIFFERENCE!  

  

Our declaration of care for those we serve and those we lead continues to be: LOVE YOUR 

PEOPLE. The people we allow to be in our lives and those who allow us to be in theirs. We 

make good things happen for other people whenever and wherever we can. We Love Our 

People, Live The Dream, Anchor Down, are Always Reppin’, Row The Boat, and have One 

Heartbeat because it’s all about F-A-M-I-L-Y… Forget About Me I Love You!  

 

Getting back to our base means getting back to our 

foci the last few years pre-COVID: EL Achieve (English 

Language Development) with a Building-wide Reading and 

Writing Framework, Student/Teacher Emergenetics Program 

(STEP), Expect Respect bullying prevention and social-

emotional support, assessing Student Performance via the 

IB Middle Years Program (IBMYP) Criteria, Strands, 

and Approaches to Learning (AtL) Skills, Multi-Tiered 

Systems of Support (MTSS) and Progress Monitoring, 

Integrated Services and General Ed. Co-teaching, and Peer 

Observations in 2021-22 as we prepare our IB self-study and 

5-year IB evaluation visit.  

  

So Lesher F-A-M-I-L-Y, let’s make it happen IN-PERSON for our 800+ students! It’s going 

to be awesome.  

  

Thank you and shine on,  

T. DODD, PhD  

Principal  

The Lesher Difference 

 

 Advertising in this newsletter 

does not imply endorsement by 

the school or district. 

Principal 

Dr. Tom Dodd 

 

Assistant Principal 

Grade 8 

Waren Morrow 

 

Dean Grade 7 

Lisa Crossland 

 

Assistant Principal 

Grade 6 

Janice Martinez 

 

School Website 

click HERE 

https://les.psdschools.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LesherMiddleSchool
https://www.instagram.com/leshervikings/
https://twitter.com/Lesher_MS?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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continued... 

Message from the Principal, continued... 

KEEP CALM & ROW THE BOAT! 

DATE  EVENT  TIME & LOCATION  

Wed., 8/25  Back-to-School Night  6-7:45 (sunset), Lesher Stadium 

Thurs., 8/26 School Picture Day During School Day at Lesher 

Mon., 9/6  LABOR DAY HOLIDAY – NO SCHOOL    

Fri., 9/17  Building/Teacher Workday – NO STUDENTS    

Thu., 10/14  End of 1st Quarter    

Fri., 10/15  K-12 Conference Exchange Day – NO SCHOOL    

Please calendar these important dates:  

Our New Draft Picks:  

1. Natasha Wilson – Math 8/Geometry, Rm. 11  

2. Nicole Sietsma – Math 8/Geometry, Rm. 15  

3. Joey Heersche – Math 7/8, Rm. 6  

4. Conner Grace Lang – Math 7/Algebra, Rm. 25  

5. Ryan Van roekel– Math/Science 6, Storm Cutter House 

w/ Wind, Rm. 300A  

6. Matthew Silvas – Social Studies 8, Rm. 17  

7. Birdy Harrison – Art 6-8, Rm. 300B (Former Teachers 

Lounge/Conf. Rm.)  

8. Sherise Dawkins – Computer Science, Rm. 19  

9. Kelsey Prather – Counselor, 7th grade, Rm. 35 (Counseling 

Office)  

10. Cassie Yoder – Counselor, 8th grade, Rm. 35 (Counseling 

Office)  

11. Cole Zempel – SRO, Rm. 37A (SRO Office)  

12. Lauren Roth – Secretary, Rm. 100 (Main Office)  

13. Noel Schumann – Paraprofessional w/ Mitchell & 

Weismann, Rm. 16  

14. Emily Mitchell – Floating Sub., Rm. 53 (Media Center)  

15. John Rosenthal  –  Floating Sub., Rm. 53 (Media Center)  

  Returning Staff Update:  

• Becky Knips – 100% Ed. Tech./Bldg. Tech. Coordinator/

Teacher On Special Assignment (TOSA)  

• Julie Thompson – 85% Spanish 1B 7, Spanish 2, Rm. 4  

• Becca Spear – 100% Math/Science 

6, Zippleback House w/ Swann, Rm. 2  

• Angela Bergmann – 100% Social Studies 7/8, Rm. 9  

• Greg Schulz – 100% Social Studies 7, 

Traveling, Rm. 45 (Strength & Conditioning Office)  

• Gary Warchola – 71% German 1A 6, 1A 7, 1B 8, 29% 

ELA 7, Rm. 3  

• Lisa Crossland – 100% Dean, Rm. 36 (ISS Office)  

• Jessica Palin – 100% Registrar, Rm. 

35 (Counseling Office) 
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continued... 

Message from the Principal, continued... 

https://www.summitstonehealth.org/
http://www.womensclinicnoco.com/
mailto:joe.mivshek@km.com
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Message from the Principal, continued... 

Back to School Outdoor Meet & Greet Map 

http://www.youthclinic.com/
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COVID Protocols 

Attached are the new fall 2021 COVID protocols fliers in multiple languages. 

 

There is also additional COVID information on the PSD website. To get there, go to www.psdschools.org and click on the 

yellow "COVID" button in the upper left corner. There, you'll find the following web pages:  

• Health and Safety (protocols), Español fall protocols flier, Arabic fall protocols flier 

• 2021-22 School Year FAQs 

• COVID-19 Data and School Information  

• PSD Contact Tracing Investigations  

• COVID-19 Vaccines (new page for info about clinics at schools, links to health department vaccine data/sign-ups) 

 

Please let us know if you have questions and thank you for entrusting your children with us. Go Vikings!  

https://www.psdschools.org
https://www.psdschools.org/psd2020-21/healthsafety
https://www.psdschools.org/sites/default/files/PSD/communications/2021-22%20School%20Year/COVID%20Updates/Aug%2013%20Protocols%20Flier/Spanish_2021%20PSD%20Fall%20COVID%20Protocols%20Flier.pdf
https://www.psdschools.org/sites/default/files/PSD/communications/2021-22%20School%20Year/COVID%20Updates/Aug%2013%20Protocols%20Flier/Arabic_PSD%20Fall%20COVID%20Protocols%20Flier.pdf
https://www.psdschools.org/2021-22-schoolyear-FAQs
https://www.psdschools.org/psd2020-21/COVID19schoolstatus
https://www.psdschools.org/psd2020-21/contract-tracing-investigations
https://www.psdschools.org/COVID19-vaccines
mailto:info@psdschools.org
https://www.psdschools.org/psd2020-21/COVID19schoolstatus
https://www.psdschools.org/2021-22-School-Year
https://www.psdschools.org/2021-22-schoolyear-FAQs
https://www.psdschools.org/COVID19-vaccines
https://www.psdschools.org/psd2020-21/healthsafety
https://www.psdschools.org/
https://www.psdschools.org/psd2020-21/healthsafety
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New SRO communication protocol in place for 2021-22 

We are pleased to welcome Officer Cole Zempel to Lesher Middle School!  Officer Zempel will maintain an office at Lesher. He 

is assigned to serve Lesher, PGA, Centennial and Tavelli..  He comes to us after 3 years as the SRO at Fort Collins High School. 

 

New for the 2021-22 school year, Families can choose whether to opt their student out of a class when the SRO is scheduled to 

be a guest lecturer.  If YOU choose to do so, students will be given topic-related work to complete during the scheduled class. If 

YOU do not opt out, it will be assumed that the student may attend.  

Information about PSD’s School Resource Officer Program >> 

COVID Protocols, continued... 

https://www.psdschools.org/schools/school-resource-officer-program
https://www.larimer.org/health/communicable-disease/coronavirus-covid-19/covid-19-vaccine
https://www.psdschools.org/COVID19-vaccines
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rBdLkPppzWDRFQOHmetvRcwollDOageq/view
https://login.microsoftonline.com/0d6d846c-eadd-4b6c-b03e-f15cd4b7e9cf/oauth2/authorize?client_id=00000003-0000-0ff1-ce00-000000000000&response_mode=form_post&protectedtoken=true&response_type=code%20id_token&resource=00000003-0000-0ff1-ce00-000000000000&s
https://www.psdschools.org/psd2020-21/COVID19schoolstatus
https://www.larimer.org/health/communicable-disease/coronavirus-covid-19/covid-19-vaccine
https://login.microsoftonline.com/0d6d846c-eadd-4b6c-b03e-f15cd4b7e9cf/oauth2/authorize?client_id=00000003-0000-0ff1-ce00-000000000000&response_mode=form_post&protectedtoken=true&response_type=code%20id_token&resource=00000003-0000-0ff1-ce00-000000000000&s
https://www.psdschools.org/psd2020-21/healthsafety
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Smile! Picture Day is Coming Soon! 

 
Say cheese, our camera crew is coming through Lesher on Thursday, August 26th.  Pictures will be taken in the Media Center 

beginning at 8 am (teachers will dismiss students at appropriate time).  You can safely and securely PREORDER your pics 

online by visiting www.skillmanphotography.com and using access code LESH2021.  If you’d prefer to pay in person, send 

your student with your completed order form on picture day. 

http://www.skillmanphotography.com
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Yearbooks! 

We cannot wait to capture the memories of this school year in the 2021-2022 yearbook, including those 

school pictures ☺ While each year brings new classes, teachers and friends, your student’s memories last 

forever in the yearbook. Take advantage of the lowest price of the year and buy your student’s yearbook 

today. Purchase personalization and add four FREE icons! OFFER ENDS August 27th.  

 

Lesher's yearbook has been nationally recognized for the last 5 years! Our student staff does an 

amazing job of telling Lesher's story. Don't miss out! 

 

CLICK HERE to order your copy today: WWW.JOSTENSYEARBOOKS.COM 

Lesher Athletics and Activities 

Fall sports are in full swing!   

Visit the athletics page on our website  

(https://les.psdschools.org/athletics-activities)  

for the most up to date information about sports here 

at Lesher.  

 

And stay tuned for Clubs and Activities updated 

information for the 2021-22.  We’re so excited to bring 

athletics, clubs, and community back to our building in 

full force this year!  Go Vikings!!! 

Student Council 

Speaking of clubs… Lesher Student Council wants YOU! If 

you love giving back to your school and planning events, 

we are the club for you! Student Council is having our 

annual membership drive. All grades are welcome! If you 

would like to be a part of Student Council, please fill out 

this Google Form by September 30th and join us on 

Tuesday, October 5th at 3pm in Ms. Jennings's room (26) 

for our first meeting of the year! 

 

We can't wait to see you! 

mailto:SchoolNewsletterCompany@gmail.com
https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/students-and-parents/about-yearbooks
https://les.psdschools.org/athletics-activities
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOz3gbzuoYjsMVlPap0i__oldlQGyDK6WixjIGBEZUy_RSPQ/formrestricted
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SPIRIT WEAR SALE! 

Lesher parents, keep those credit cards handy after ordering your students school picture and yearbook, because we’ve got 

Lesher Gear for sale!  Show your school spirit by purchasing the hottest Lesher looks of the season.  Deadline to order is Sunday, 

August 29th! 
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W.E.B — Where Everybody Belongs 

W.E.B. (Where Everybody Belongs) is a program that connects 8th grade students with our incoming 6th graders to support them 

through the transition to middle school. Our W.E.B. Leaders are dedicated students who go through training to learn about 

leadership, management, and relationship building. On 6th Grade Transition Day, our W.E.B. Leaders lead small groups where 

they ran activities with our 6th grade students to build connections and welcome them to Lesher! 

 

W.E.B. Coordinators: Ashley Broody & Becca Spear  

2021 SHAPE Colorado Teacher of the Year 

Congratulations to Lesher’s very own Matt Moeller- recently recognized as the 2021 SHAPE (Colorado Society of Health 

and Physical Education) Teacher of the Year!! 

 

This award recognizes individuals who have demonstrated continuous dedication to the advocacy and enhancement of student 

learning in physical education in the state of Colorado. Mr. Moeller personifies the concept that the effort made to enrich the 

goals and objectives of physical education is a labor of love, inspired by commitment and dedication.  
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Attendance 

We want every student to be successful at Lesher Middle School, and the path to success starts with regular school 

attendance.  It is difficult, if not impossible, to replace or replicate the learning that happens on any given school 

day.  Makeup work is helpful, but not a substitute for classroom instruction and interaction.  Regular and on time attendance 

are good habits that should be expected, and appreciated, at all school levels.  

 

Absences (and late arrivals) are either Excused or Unexcused. 

 

Excused: An absence due to illness, an appointment, a serious illness or death of a family member, observance of religious 

holidays, and absences pre-arranged with the school. Students may request make-up work upon their return to 

school.  Students are allowed one day to make up work for each day of absence. 

 

Because of the academic importance of attendance, we kindly request that you plan doctor and dentist appointments before 

or after school hours when possible.  

 

Unexcused: An absence in which your student is out of school that does not qualify as excused or explained as detailed 

above.    

 

What can parents and guardians do to support strong school attendance? 

• Help your child get to school on time, ready to learn every day.  

• Notify the 24-hour attendance line (970-472-3815) by 10 am on the morning of an unexpected/unplanned 

absence. When calling the attendance line please leave the following information: 

• Student Name and spelling of the last name 

• Student ID number 

• Date or dates of absence and reason for absence 

• If student is experiencing symptoms of illness please leave details regarding symptoms, including symptom 

onset. 

• Parent name and contact information 

• Notify the 24-hour attendance line of any planned or prearranged absences as soon as possible.  

• If you believe an attendance mark from a class may have been made in error, please contact the teacher to verify 

or correct the absence.  Please allow up to 48 hours for the change to take effect.  

• Absence corrections can only be backdated 2 weeks, so please keep a regular eye on your student(s) 

attendance and notify the attendance line of absences in a timely manner.  
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Morning Fresh Cash for Caps 

If you are a Morning Fresh Dairy customer, please bring in your rinsed milk, juice, cream, or other caps to Mr. 

Mayer.  Lesher Middle School earns money for every cap that is returned.  If you are interested in Morning Fresh Dairy, 

every new household sign up raises $25 for Lesher.  Click here or ask Mr. Mayer (bmayer@psdschools.org) for more 

information.   

https://www.morningfreshdairy.com
mailto:bmayer@psdschools.org
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WE ARE…  LESHER!  

THANK YOU…  YOU’RE WELCOME!  


